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The devastating humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan poses a high
risk for the future of women and girls, LI’s Human Rights
Committee warns

In a statement, Liberal International’s
Human Rights Committee expresses its
deep concern over the recent events in
Afghanistan and calls on state leaders
and international stakeholders to make
joint efforts to protect civilians in the
country. The Committee condemns the
extrajudicial killings and expresses its
concern for the future of women and girls
under the Taliban rule.

Liberal International-RELIAL joint statement: Forcibly dissolving
liberal opposition has criminalised democracy in Nicaragua

On Friday 6 August, the regime of Daniel
Ortega in Nicaragua dissolved the main
opposition party, Citizens for Freedom,
and stripped its leader, Liberal
International Vice President Kitty
Monterrey, of her Nicaraguan citizenship.
These are the actions of a regime that
has acted to criminalize democracy and a
president who is struggling to contain the
desire of the Nicaraguan people to live in
freedom.

  
DIGITALISATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Teaming up with Radikale Venstre, the LI+RV joint campaign is proud to raise
awareness of the human rights issues associated with societies and individuals
increasingly conducting themselves in the online sphere, and highlighting some of
the key issues that liberal politicians across the world need to be aware of.

Over the past few months, the LI Human Rights Committee has released a series of
videos featuring prominent fellow liberals speaking about our Liberal Principles of
Digitalisation and Human Rights. These introduce the background behind LI's
digitalisation principles and why they matter for the protection of human rights.

Principle #2: Any legislation and
technical tools put in place affecting
human rights must be robust enough
to be acceptable under any
government, benevolent or not.

 

Principle #3: Access to digital
communications and the right to
information should be inclusive, where
no part of the world or group in society is
left behind.

 

Principle #7: Limit mass
surveillance and develop alternative
instruments to keep wrongdoers under
surveillance without degrading the privacy
and software security of the entire society
and every human being.

Principle #9: Transparency,
accountability, and comprehensibility in
the use of artificial intelligence must be
ensured, to clarify chains of responsibility
and ensure traceability in decision-
making, and to allow societal oversight of
the algorithms that influence the lives of
citizens.

Principle #10: Legislation on content
moderation, aimed at managing hate
speech, disinformation, or other malicious
content online, must not arbitrarily
restrict the freedom of speech or
encourage private companies to pre-
emptively censor content.

CONCLUSION OF THE SECOND ANNUAL WIPP INDEX

As a long-standing advocate for women in politics, Liberal International is thrilled to
celebrate the conclusion of the 2021 Survey for the Women in Political Parties
Index (WIPP Index).

Launched in 2020, the first-of-its-kind WIPP Index was designed to assist LI
member parties in boosting inclusivity within their party structures and to advance
the presence of women in politics.

The LI Secretariat would like to issue a warm thank you to the member parties who
participated. The success of this year’s survey saw an increase of 80%, with 36 LI
member parties participating this year, up from 20 parties in 2020. This
achievement shows the dedication and commitment of the LI membership in
advancing women participation in politics.

These results will be evaluated in the LI Gender Equality Report, which will be
released later this year. 

Generation Equality Forum

In the run-up to the Generation Equality Paris Forum, Liberal International submitted
a commitment to UN Women’s Generation Equality Commitment Maker. This
platform provides organisations with an opportunity to make pledges to implement
any of the actions outlined in the Global Acceleration Plan on Gender Equality.

Liberal International pledged to continue producing the WIPP Index in order to
measure and enhance the position and influence of women in political parties,
conducting education and training for women, and working to promote women’s role
in politics in regional organizations around the world.

This commitment will be showcased during the Action Coalition high-level sessions
at the Generation Equality Paris Forum and featured on a virtual World Map of
Commitments.

Mind the Gender Gap: UNCSW 

Held one week after International Women's Day, experts gathered at Liberal
International's side event: Mind the Gender Gap: Supporting Women In Political
Parties, for the NGO Committee on the Status of Women, New York. They
discussed what political parties can do to better support the advancement of women
in politics.

Drawing on best practices from LI’s inclusivity handbook, itself based on the
results of LI's WIPP Index survey, the panel exchanged top tips and shared best
practices.

CLIMATE JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

This month, Liberal International and ALDE-PACE launched a project to find the
missing link between human rights and the environment. As an integral component
of the project, the Climate Justice Committee and Human Rights Committee held
their first inaugural meeting to launch the project of the Working Group on the
Environment and Human Rights.

This working group will exercise leadership in embedding the fight for climate justice
into international human rights discourse in the run-up to LI’s 2021 Congress and to
COP26.

STATEMENTS

In response to Turkey's withdrawal from
the Istanbul Convention 13 days after
International Women's Day 2021, Liberal
International Human Rights Committee
chair Astrid Thors issued a statement
calling upon Turkey to remain a
signatory. 

The Council of Asian Liberals and
Democrats issued a joint statement with
Liberal International urging major world
powers to support ASEAN in promoting
a to return to peace and democracy in
Myanmar. 

In a statement to the 47th session of the
UN Human Rights Committee, Liberal
International called for greater LGBTQI+
representation and visibility in political
decision-making bodies.  

On the occasion of World Refugee Day,
Liberal International urged the
international community to mobilize
financial aid and resources to
support UN member states that host
large concentrations of refugees and
displaced persons. 

 

In a statement delivered by RELIAL
President Bertha Pantoja, the bureau
of Liberal International expressed alarm
at the escalation in authoritarian actions
by Daniel Ortega's government ahead of
the November elections in Nicaragua. 

Liberal International calls for the
immediate release of Alexei Pichugin,
the longest-serving prisoner of
conscience in Russia. 

UPDATE FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Appointment of New Programme Officer

Liberal International has appointed Irene
Wang to the position of Human Rights
Programme Officer. She will support the
programmatic work of Liberal
International’s human rights committee. 

New Staff Intern

In August the LI secretariat welcomed a
new staff intern to the team. Join us in
welcoming Klara & get to know our
newest team member.

Follow us on social media:

  

UPCOMING EVENTS

DATE EVENT
Until further notice Liberal International Office working remotely

13 Sep 2021 48th UN HRC Council

1-3 Oct 2021 LI 204th Executive Committee Meeting 
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